
2026 
HOPKINS AWARD

FOR OUTSTANDING POSTER 
PRESENTATION



THE HOPKINS AWARD FOR THE 
OUTSTANDING POSTER PRESENTATION THAT 
EMBODIES EVIDENCE-BASED LEARNING, 
EDUCATION, AND ADVANCEMENT OF THE 
CAA PROFESSION.

SPONSORED BY:



HOPKINS AWARD
In honor of Caleb Hopkins who was one of the founders of the student poster 
presentations. 

Caleb was the epitome of an exemplary Certified Anesthesiologist Assistant and 
personified passion for education, advancing our profession, research, and mission work.

Caleb’s vision and ideas provided the guidance and foundation for the success of the 
student poster presentations to grow into the Poster Presentation Committee that we have 
today. 

“To live a life with such noticeable purpose that others continue to work to 
achieve it after you are gone is so impressive.”
#newlifegoal



2026
POSTER PRESENTATION COMMITTEE

Poster Submissions Team

Cheryl Saidi-Johnson, CAA

Joy Rusmisell, CAA

Initial Judging Team

Alex Steed, CAA

John Ng, CAA

John Rippy, CAA

Paul Krupa-Wilson, CAA

Ralph Dapaah, CAA

Sean Cudler, CAA

Live Presentation Judges Panel

Mansour Dagher, CAA

Paul Dunn, CAA (Thursday)

John Rippy, CAA

Ralph Dapaah, CAA

Cheryl Saidi-Johnson, CAA (Friday)

Paul Krupa-Wilson, CAA



THE NUMBERS

Type of Submissions 2025 2026 % Change

Live Poster Presentation 31 36 + 16

Denied Submissions 0 0 0

Participating CAA Programs 11 16 + 45

Viewing Only Posters 32 28 - 12.5

Participating CAA Programs 11 16 + 5

What Could Be in 2026…Based on 27 CAA Programs

Live Poster Submissions 
(3/program)

75 81 + 125

Viewing Only Posters 
(5/program)

125 135 + 382



THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO SUBMITTED A POSTER
LIVE POSTER SUBMISSION VIEWING ONLY POSTER

Elaina Bell
Eliane Coleman
Arman Baghaei
Brandon Casey
Samantha Shultz
Ryan Strantz
Ana Elfring
Mitchell Lambert
Caitlin Kimes
Megan Bartoszek
Jennifer  Ambrosio
Mariam Chidmi
Audrey Reusch
Sergey Hamdan
Eric De Leon
Rhea Patel
Cole Simmons
Bianca Owens

Saagar Shah
Mengyu Li
Shalome Stettbacher
Jack Aulbach
Isabella Rundell
Macy Urig 
Britton Robinson
Deniz Bislimi-Coban
Sierra Pavlovich
Torin Enevoldsen
Michael  Timmer
Jace Griffeth
Phaedra Brady
Sienna Pinto
Nicholas Bonamase
Dustin Hoffman
Cameron Young
Kenda Huneiti

Matthew McCarty
Daniel Lipian
Jack Beisel 
Maya Veenstra 
Aislin Murphy
Catherine Steward
Emma Peluso
Melonie Piechocki
Neyton Fernandez
Sean Murray
Mia Lockhart
Hannah West
Morgan  Sutherland
Madison Frank 

Natalie Swarm
Emily Zhang
Jesse Hayward
Hanna Hawken
Astrid Reber
Anna Moffitt
Melanie Williams
Hannah Kim
Nicholas Hoisington
Yang Zhang
Felicia Li
Reese Greenman
Elise Bleck
Sage Caskey



 
POSTER PRESENTATION COMMITTEE:

TRANSPARENCY THE PROCESS AND UNBIASEDNESS

SUBMISSIONS  CHECKED 

IDENTIFIED POSTER

DEIDENTIFIED POSTER
‘3-LETTER CODE’
“POSTER TITLE”

HIDDEN IN A GALAXY 
FAR, FAR, AWAY

INITIAL JUDGES TEAM
INDEPENDENTLY SCORED
RUBRIC USED

SCORES INDIVIDUALLY SENT TO
        POSTER SUBMISSION TEAM
                ASSESS FOR OUTLIERS

TABULATE RAW SCORES

TOP 5
LIVE POSTER PRESENTATIONS

JUDGES PANEL
USE RUBRIC FOR 
SCORING

TABULATE RAW SCORES

(75%)OVERALL TOTAL SCORE(25%)

25% LIVE + 75% INITIAL 



2026 HOPKINS AWARD
TOP 6 FINALISTS



HOPKINS AWARD TOP 6 FINALISTS

Eric De Leon

MELISSA GONZALEZSAMARA “SAM” FAGAN

Brandon Casey

MADESYN RONQUILLIO

Eliane Coleman



HOPKINS AWARD TOP 6 FINALISTS

Eric De Leon

Kenda HuneitiMichael Timmer

Brandon Casey

MADESYN RONQUILLIO

Eliane Coleman



2025
HOPKINS AWARD 

FOR OUTSTANDING POSTER PRESENTATION

AND THE RECIPIENT IS…

SPONSORED BY:





MENGYU “YU” LI, SAA

MEDICAL COLLEGE OF WISCONSIN

“SUZETRIGINE: A NOVEL NON-OPIOID 
ANALGESIC FOR ACUTE POST-OP PAIN 
MANAGEMENT”

ADVISOR: KYLE GOHAM, CAA

2025 HOPKINS AWARD RECIPIENT



2026 HOPKINS AWARD
TOP 6 FINALISTS
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